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Memoir of My Youth in Cuba: A Soldier in the Spanish Army during the Separatist 
War, 1895–1898 is a translation of the memoir Memorias de mi juventud en Cuba: 
Un soldado del ejército español en la guerra separatista (1895–1898) by Josep 
Conangla. The English edition is based on the Spanish version edited by Joaquín
Roy, who found the memoir and was given access to the Conangla family archives. 
Conangla’s memoir, now available in English, is an important addition to the 
accounts of Spanish and Cuban soldiers who served in Cuba’s second War of 
Independence.

Spaniard Josep Conangla was conscripted at the age of twenty and sent to Cuba. In 
the course of his time there, he reaffirmed his pacifism and support of Cuban 
independence. The young man was a believer who unfailingly connected his view of 
events to the Christian humanitarianism on which he prided himself. Conangla’s 
advanced education and the influence of well-placed friends facilitated his
assignment to safe bureaucratic positions during the war, ensuring that he would not 
see combat. From his privileged position, he was a keen observer of his 
surroundings. He described some of the decisions he made—which at times put him
at odds with the military bureaucracy he served—along with what he saw as the
consequences of General Valeriano Weyler’s decree mandating the 
reconcentración, an early version of concentration camps. What Conangla saw 
fueled his revulsion at the collusion of the Spanish state and its state-sponsored 
religion in that policy. “Red Mass,” published six years after the War of
Independence and included in his memoir, is a vivid expression in verse of his
abhorrence.

Conangla’s recollections of the contacts between Spaniards and Cubans in the 
areas to which he was assigned reveal his ability to forge friendships even with 
Creole opponents of the insurrection. As an aspiring poet and writer, Conangla 
included material on fellow writers, Cuban and Spanish, who managed to meet and 
exchange ideas despite their circumstances. His accounts of the Spanish defeat, the 
scene in Havana around the end of the war, along with his return to Spain, are
stirring.

Josep Conangla (b. 1875, Montblanc, Spain; d. 1965, Havana, Cuba) was a 
twenty-year-old law student when he was conscripted to serve in the Cuban War of 
Independence (1895–1898). He evaded active duty because of connections in Spain 
but worked in an infirmary, among other duties, and was a keen observer of his 
milieu and of important events, including the sinking of the USS Maine. Repatriated 
to Spain in 1898, Conangla became a journalist and enjoyed some success as a 
poet. In 1905 he returned to Cuba to live and write. He was a harsh critic of Spanish 
colonialism in Cuba and elsewhere and an advocate of Cuban and later Catalan
independence. Conangla completed his memoir in 1958.
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Joaquín Roy is the Jean Monnet Professor of European Integration, the director of 
the University of Miami European Union Center, and a codirector of the Miami-
Florida European Union Center of Excellence. He is the author or coauthor of many
works, including The Cuban Revolution (1959–2009): Relations with Spain, the
European Union, and the United States and Historical Dictionary of the European
Union.

D. J. Walker is a professor emerita at the University of New Orleans. She translated 
On Captivity: A Spanish Soldier's Experience in a Havana Prison, 1896–1898 and is 
the author of Spanish Women and the Colonial Wars of the 1890s.

“Memoir of My Youth in Cuba, an antiwar statement, has a universal resonance.”
—Teresa Prados-Torreira, author of Mambisas: Rebel Women in Nineteenth-
Century Cuba
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